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reading promotion in Europe
20th European Conference on Literacy
July 3-6, 2017| Madrid, Spain

The situation in Europe ...

73 mio.
1 in 5
15-year-olds in the EU
has poor reading skills

European adults lack literary skills

12.8 %

of EU students drop out of school
Source: EU High Level Group of Experts on Literacy Final Report September 2012

19.07.2017

Symposium on best practice in literacy and reading promotion | Madrid 2017

... indicates the need to bundle forces!

EU Read - European Network for the promotion of
Reading
 initiated in 2000, legal entity (a.s.b.l.) since Oct. 2015
 aiming to improve reading and writing skills in Europe for every member of society
 acting as a European partner and player

 fostering information exchange with organizations in and outside of Europe
 strengthening national and international programmes
 exchanging knowledge to develop reading promotion strategies
 raising awareness on reading and literacy in Europe to create a world of engaged readers

 Our vision: everyone in Europe is literate!
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“Literacy” and reading A broad and true-to-life definition:
The ability to read and write...


at a level that enables individuals to effectively understand and use written communication
in all media



the essential prerequisite for all kinds of learning



as a life-long need and requirement that enables individuals to live full and meaningful lives



promoting literacy aims to ensure that reading and writing becomes an essential part of
everyone’s life. This includes ...



reading (and writing) skills, as well as



the joy of reading / reading for pleasure
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EU High Level Group of Experts on Literacy
2012 Report
EU READ programmes are in line with the recommendations of the EU
High Level Group of Experts as expressed in their 2012 literacy report:
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Members of EU Read



NGOs active in reading promotion, devising and delivering programs and campaigns



are intrinsically motivated and think beyond their borders



are self-organizing: EU Read had an (informal) structure long before it became a legal entity



are keen to learn from each other and to make EU Read a growing policy network



Are building a network as a (strategic) consequence of member NGOs‘ mission,
and their understanding of reading promotion as a global challenge!
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EU Read Participating countries

Norway

Finland

Denmark
The
Netherlands
Great Britain

Germany
Czech Republic

Belgium
Austria
Switzerland
Italy
Portugal
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EU Read participating countries

Norway

Finland

Denmark
The
Netherlands
Great Britain

Germany
Czech Republic

Belgium
Austria
Switzerland

... reaching more than
12 million children
in about 75.000 schools / settings

Italy
Portugal
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EU Read Members
NGOs actively engaged in reading promotion

Designated
member:
19.07.2017
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Getting people in Europe enthusiastic about
reading – through joint action


Best practice programmes
to be shared and implemented in every European country
e. g. Bookstart



Awareness campaigns
to be raised at a European level
e. g. Europe-wide reading aloud events (“Reading aloud – reading together” 2013)



Building capacity
□

Shaping European programmes in each country

□

Supporting existing organizations

□

Strengthening and initiating programmes

□

Strengthening ties to other networks
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EU Read Members
initiated the symposium on best practice...
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... aiming at



bringing together experts to discuss examples of best practice



showing how a single programme which has been successful in one country can be
transferred to other countries



exchanging and sharing experiences and success factors



exchanging experiences in former / current co-operations



discussing future options to cooperate on a European level



increasing the network of EU Read

19.07.2017
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Getting people in Europe enthusiastic about
reading – through joint action

19.07.2017



Best practice programmes
to be shared and implemented in every European country
e. g. Bookstart
= a universal programme realised
in numerous variations



Awareness campaigns
to be raised at a European level
e. g. Europe-wide reading aloud events (“Reading aloud – reading together” 2013)



Building capacity
□

Shaping European programmes in each country

□

Supporting existing organizations

□

Strengthening and initiating programmes

□

Strengthening ties to other networks
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Bookstart – a starting
point for early years
programmes and
interventions in family
literacy
Workshop on applied research related to reading promotion
19.07.2017
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Bookstart is the world’s first national
bookgifting programme
Established in 1992 and run by the
reading charity BookTrust.
This year we celebrate 25 years of
Bookstart.

Created and administered by BookTrust
BookTrust transforms lives by getting children and
families reading
What we do
• Encourage and enable parents and others to read regularly to their children
• Inspire children and young people to read for pleasure

Why we do it
• Help children do better at schools and in life
• Improve literacy and social mobility
• Strengthen the bond between parents and children
How we do it
• Build parents confidence to read to their children
• Give carefully selected books to every child under the age of 5
• Give extra support to the most disadvantages children and families
• Work with schools and others to get more children reading

Bookstart

• Bookstart is built on a simple premise
• Babies who have an early introduction to books
benefit emotionally, socially, culturally and
educationally
A love of reading is a gift for life

The Bookstart Commitment
• BookTrust and its partners aim to
give every child books and
guidance materials.
• We are committed to promoting the
idea of early book sharing and aim
to give every child the opportunity to
start off on what will become a lifelong reading journey.

Bookstart Partners
Central and
Local
Government

Libraries
Corporate
Sponsors

Health Services
and Practitioners

Publishers

Education

Authors

Illustrators

Bookstart Aims
•

•
•
•
•

To increase understanding amongst
mums, dads and carers of the
importance of sharing books, stories and
rhymes
To make sharing books, stories and
rhymes fun for families
To improve mums, dads and carers
confidence in sharing books, stories and
rhymes
To expand mums, dads and carers
knowledge on ways to access and share
books, stories and rhymes with their child
To support mums, dads and carers to
develop a reading habit with their
children from birth

Bookstart Today
Bookstart Baby
• UK’s key universal early intervention
programme for every baby from 0-12
months
• Aim is to develop the habit of reading
from an early age
• Parents of every baby in the UK receive
pack from their health visitor, registrar or
other early years professional
• Programme is administered locally by 152 local authorities
• The programme currently targets 670,000 babies and their parents/carers
• Each pack contains: 2 x Board books, Rhyme Sheet, Reading with your
Child tips about sharing books all contained in a practical purple bag

Bookstart Today
Bookstart Treasure
• Follow-up universal early intervention reading programme for every child from 3-4
in England
• Delivered in partnership with libraries and a range of early years professionals
• Programme currently targets 680,00 children
• Each pack contains: picture book, Reading with your Child guidance booklet,
special gift envelope incorporating fun activities to engage the child and their
parent/carer

Bookstart Today
Bookstart Corner
• Targeted early intervention programme
supporting Children's Centres, working with
families with the greatest social and financial needs

• Encourage children to develop a love of stories,
books and rhymes
• Children’s Centres sign up to receive free resources including books,
rhymes, finger puppets and mark making materials. Each centre also receive
packs containing books and guidance materials to gift to families
• Each pack contains: 1 x Board book, 1 x picture book, dialogic tips, and a
parental guidance leaflet

Bookstart Today
Booktouch
• Packs designed for children who are blind or partially sighted. Children are
entitled to this pack in addition to the 2 standard Bookstart packs
• Packs offer a sensory, tactile exploration of books and bespoke guidance for
families, which encourage families with children aged 0-5 years to develop a
daily reading and book sharing habit.

• 2 packs available: Booktouch Baby (0-2 years old) and
Booktouch for older children (3-5 years old)
• Booktouch Baby (0-2 years old) pack contains:
2 x touch and feel books, Booktouch advice
booklet about sharing books with blind and
partiality sighted children, leaflet listing
useful services, Bookstart Rhymetime CD and
booklet

Bookstart Today
Bookshine
• Packs designed for children who are deaf. Children are entitled to this pack in
addition to the 2 standard Bookstart packs
• Packs offer a sensory, tactile exploration of books and bespoke guidance for
families, which encourage families with children aged 0-5 years to develop a
daily reading and book sharing habit.
• 2 packs available: Bookshine Baby (0-2 years old) and
Bookshine Toddler (3-5 years old)
• Bookshine Baby (0-2 years old) pack contains:
2 x board books, Bookshine advice
booklet about sharing books with deaf children,
nursery rhyme placemat featuring 2 rhymes and
photos of babies signing

Bookstart Today
Bookstart Star
• Aimed at children 3-5 years old with disabilities that impact on / delay development
of their fine motor skills. Children are entitled to this pack in addition to the 2
standard Bookstart packs

• Pack includes books and resources to help families enjoy reading together
• Packs offer a sensory, tactile exploration of books and bespoke guidance for
families, which encourage families with children aged 3-5 years to develop a daily
reading and book sharing habit.

• Bookstart star pack contains: book which includes
an array of tactile features, a board book,
animal finger puppets, guidance leaflets
on how to share books and how to have
fun with finger puppets, and inclusive
booklist and a specially designed envelope

Bookstart Today
Dual Language Offer
• Offer a range of Bookstart books in 35 different languages so that parents whose
home language is not English can also start their children on the reading journey.
• To ensure that all families have access to books as part of our universal offers of
Baby and Treasure packs, we provide suitable books in dual languages to
replace the original books in packs.
• We provide board and picture books in 35 languages via Mantra Lingua, a
publisher which specialises in multilingual books.

Bookstart Today
National Bookstart Week
• National Bookstart Week is an annual celebration of the Bookstart programme
which is held every June and reinforces to families the importance of reading
every day. The week is an opportunity for BookTrust and local partners to
engage with families at a local level, as well as raising the profile of the
programme to both families (so they are aware of their pack entitlement) and
wider local partners (so they can get involved and encourage families to access
their free packs).
• Events are held across England, Northern Ireland and Wales by local partners
using the secondary theme (e.g. Jungle Adventures and Under the Sea) as
inspiration. A free booklet on the topic of the theme is also produced in
partnership with a publisher to give away to families and complimentary
resources are available in print and online.
• As well as working with our usual partners of libraries and children’s centres, we
also work with other agencies including children’s hospices, prison visitor
centres, booksellers, hospital schools, foodbanks, neonatal clinics, Homestart,
and Family Nurse Partnerships.

Scotland: The Bookbug
early years gifting
programme

Workshop on applied research related to reading promotion
19.07.2017
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Bookbug:
Targeted interventions to support
the universal programme
Marc Lambert, CEO, Scottish Book Trust

scottishbooktrust.com

Why Bookbug?
“Doing frequent home
learning activities such as
reading and singing from
an early age is associated
with better cognitive
ability (vocabulary and
problem solving) at age 3,
even after taking
account of sociodemographic factors.”
Growing up in Scotland – the impact of children’s early
activities on cognitive development. Bromley, C.
www.growingupinscotland.org.uk

Strategic Fit

Literacy
Action Plan

Curriculum
for
Excellence

GIRFEC
Scottish
Reading
Strategy for
Public
Libraries

National
Parenting
Strategy

Bookbug
Play
Strategy for
Scotland
Children &
Young
Peoples’
Improvement
Collaborative

Early Years
Framework

Children &
Young
People Act

UNCRC

scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/national-policies

About Bookbug
Encourages all parents and
carers to share stories, songs
and rhymes with children
from birth
Universal: delivered in every
local authority and health
board in Scotland to every
baby and child

Targeted: extra support for
families who need help to
access the benefits of
reading and singing with their
babies and children

Universal Bookbug Bags
All children receive free bags
of books and resources at four
points
•
•
•
•

3-5 weeks (health visitor)
1-2 years (health visitor)
3 years (nursery)
5 years (school)

Every child has at least
12 books of their own by the
time they start school

In 2016/17: 244,680 free Bookbug Bags were
given out to families across Scotland

Targeted Bookbug resources

Tactile books are available for children
with additional support needs

Translated books and information
Gaelic
• Gaelic translations and audio
files are available for all Bookbug
books
Other languages
• Information about the programme
• Tips on how to use the bag- even
if you don’t speak English
• Encourage families to talk, read
and sing in own language
• Available to
download and print

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
• For children birth – 5 years who
are Looked After

• All 32 local authorities signed up
• c.2,600 books per month sent out
• 145,184 books distributed to date

scottishbooktrust.com/dolly-parton

Universal Bookbug Sessions
• Free story, song and
rhyme sessions
• Interactive to encourage
bonding

• Take place in libraries
and other community
venues
Over 23,000 sessions held across Scotland from
April 2016 to March 2017

New Song & Rhyme Library
• New online
resource with
videos of 22 songs
and rhymes
• Search by theme
and type of song
• More songs and
rhymes to come!

scottishbooktrust.com/songandrhyme

Targeted Bookbug Sessions in the home

Outreach work developed as we knew that more
could and should be done to ensure all families
were able to access the benefits of Bookbug

The history of the Outreach Programme
• Funded by the Scottish
Government
• Four-year programme
began in 2012 with 8 LAs

• Rolled programme out to
additional 8 LAs each year
• Now delivering the
programme across all 32
LAs in Scotland

Aims of the Outreach Programme
• To give professionals the tools, through a variety of
training courses, to help them reach families that
have barriers to accessing the benefits of the
Bookbug programme.
• To create networks within local authority areas so
that professionals and volunteers can collaborate
to provide a consistent circle of support for families
• To encourage parents and carers to take
advantage of other Early Years programmes in
their area, including attendance at public
Bookbug Sessions

Training Statistics
• Over the last 4 years
we’ve trained over
10,000 people
• Across more than 800
training sessions
• Covering all 32 local
authorities in Scotland

“Bookbug is now seen as a

movement that people have
signed up to.”
Evaluation Team, Blake Stevenson

“Bookbug for the Home”
• Targeted Bookbug Sessions
delivered individually or in
very small groups
• Sessions take place in family
homes or community groups
• Families move on to attend
public Bookbug and access
other community groups –
sometimes with support

Bookbug for the Home Evaluation

scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/working-with-bookbug/research/bookbug-outreach

Evaluation headline findings
• Over 14,000 families have experienced Bookbug for
the Home interactions in first 4 years
• Over 5,300 families come along to public Bookbug
Sessions with their child, as a direct result of taking
part in Bookbug for the Home
• There were clear impacts on practice: 72% of
professionals saying that they would now use
Bookbug activities with families where they
previously would not have done so

Evaluation headline findings
• 99% of those who introduced Bookbug to families
said that these sessions were effective at
encouraging parents to do more talking, book
sharing and singing with their children.

• The majority (69%) also reported that families
subsequently continued with songs, rhymes and
reading outside of their visits.

Impact for families
• Parents feel better equipped to play and interact
with their children, and feel they have a closer bond
• There are sustained changes in how parents read,
sing and talk with their children

• Children gain confidence & self-expression
• Children’s language & communication skills
improve
• Children’s behaviour improves
• Children are better prepared to fit in with some of
the routines of nursery

“Before I started doing Bookbug I
wouldn’t sit on floor and sing with

them and read stories. It’s made the
relationship better between me and

my kids.”
Parent

“It has given him words to describe

his feelings – he does it using
language he has heard at Bookbug

sessions. He relates situations to
ones he has read about.”

Carer

Impact for professionals
Evaluation showed that Bookbug for the Home is:
• helping practitioners to build rapport with families
more quickly

• allowing nursery staff to better understand a
child’s home environment
• giving health teams an additional tool to observe
and assess children’s developmental progress
• being used to facilitate bonding and attachment
between carers, adoptive parents and their children

• giving a vast range of practitioners the confidence
to model positive behaviours for parents

“I have also seen it build their confidence
so that they then feel enabled to join in
other activities in the community in their
local library or parent and baby/toddler
groups widening their social networks
away from previous drug associates.”
Social worker

“Using Bookbug for the Home has
helped these families focus for a period

of time and spend time as a unit and has
helped me to establish a rapport quickly

and with less suspicion.”
Third Sector employee

Future focus – priority audiences
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Foster carers & adopters
Imprisoned parents and their families
Increasing access for dads and working parents
Antenatal and neonatal
BME communities
Refugee families
Parents & children with Additional Support Needs
Families affected by temporary homelessness
Lone parents
Young parents
Travelling Communities

“I used to see my mum
sing and talk to him – I

didn’t feel like a mum…I
never got the bond but
having the confidence to
sing and read makes
you feel like a mother.”
Parent

Thank You

marc.lambert@scottishbooktrust.com

scottishbooktrust.com
/scottishbktrust

@scottishbktrust

The Netherlands:
BookStart

Workshop on applied research related to reading promotion
19.07.2017
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BookStart in the Netherlands
Reaching families with low literacy

BookStart Target Audience

BookStart for babies
Aim:
to bring parents and babies into contact with books

and reading by establishing links between them and
the Library
BookStart is the start of a continued reading process

Started in 2008
• An initiative of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science,
national coordination by Stichting Lezen (Foundation for the
Promotion of Reading) and Koninklijke Bibliotheek (National
Library of the Netherlands)
• Focus on the Library playing an active role

• Collaboration with municipalities, child health centres, day
care centres and bookshops

Key figures for the Netherlands
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

16,908,000 inhabitants
175,000 babies born per year
390 municipalities
700,000 children age 0-4 years
Day care, 6,150 locations
158 Library organisations
810 Library locations, 200 small service points

Status 2016
Almost all Libraries participate in BookStart
57,000 BookStart packages were handed out. That equals 34% of all
babies born in 2016

BookStart in day care centers
Aim:
to bring children, parents & day care employees into contact
with books and reading by establishing links between them
and the Library
Medio 2017: 18% of the

Day care centres participate
in BookStart

BoekStart Daycare Central elements
• An attractive place to read
• The development of a collection of
first books

• Professionalisation of day care employees
• Involving parents
• Policy for reading aloud
• Cooperation with partners in a network
to promote reading

Research BookStart for babies
• Through BookStart more parents start reading to their children at an early
age
• Children’s language skills improve if parents start reading to their babies
before the age of eight months
• The effects are even stronger in the longer term
• Temperamentally reactive children benefit most from the programme
• Participating parents visit the library more often and are more familiar
with baby books.
(Source: Heleen van den Berg/ Adriana Bus, 2015,University Leiden)

Reach, familiarity and appreciation
of BookStart
( screening 2.025 parents).

Social class

Familiarity

Picked up

Picked up
(from the parents who know the programme)

High

62%

47%

75%

Midden

62%

46%

74%

Low

56%

38%

69%

Totaal

61%

45%

73%

Reach, familiarity and appreciation
•
•
•
•

98 % of the parents are very or extremely satisfied
78 % read from the BookStart books
60% use the BookStart material regularly to often
Social class doesn’t make
any difference
• Reasons for not picking up:
unfamiliar, no time or
having enough baby books

BookStart is a part of the“Count on
Skills” initiative
• Joint action program of three ministries
• 2016 -2018 Preventing low literacy through reading
promotion
• 9 experimental projects

Be where the parents are

BookStart coach
• Tailored approach is needed
• Reaching out to parents
• Supporting paediatricians

BookStart coach
• Present at child consultation clinic (4 hours per
week) and question time in the Library
• Produced a handbook
• eLearning for professionals
• Videoclip of parents
• More parents get the BookStartpackage and visit the
Library

BookStart coach

BookStart coach
Future plans
• 2017: 10 BS coaches; 2018: 50 BS coaches
• Research into the effectiveness of BookStart coaches
• Need for more multi-lingual material
• Multiple deployment of the BS coach: maternity
care, youth care, day care, sport etc...

Thank you!
Marijke Bos mbos@lezen.nl
www.boekstart.nl

Switzerland: Buchstart

Workshop on applied research related to reading promotion
19.07.2017

Symposium on best practice in literacy and reading promotion | Madrid 2017

Buchstart – Bookstart Switzerland

20th European Conference on Literacy
July 2017
Gina Domeniconi

Situation at the beginning in 2008
Only a few libraries were actively promoting books for
babies and small children. This means there were…

– only few board books available in libraries
– nearly no events for parents with small children
– no networks between libraries and other institutions
in the field of early childhood and literacy
– …no enthusiasm for the idea of Bookstart!

Vision of the network to be built
Partner:
• BAK
• Verlage

• SAB / CLP
• kantonale Bibliothekskommissionen
• Weitere

Öffentlichkeitsarbeit /
Sensibilisierungskampagne
via Medien

Buchstart Schweiz
Bibliomedia / SIKJM

• Forum für Praxispädiatrie
•Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Pädiatrie
• Schweizerischer Verband der
Mütterberaterinnen
• Ärztegesellschaften CH / Kantone

Stadt- und Gemeindebibliotheken
(ca. 1000)

Netzwerk
Buchstart-Ecken
Veranstaltungen
Buchstart-Pakete

ELTERN von Kleinkindern

„ Babies“ (0-3)

• Kinderärzte und Allg. Praktiker
• Mütterberaterinnen
• Integrationsstellen/-vereine
• Weitere

Buchstart-Pakete
Information &
Sensibilisierung

Duties concerning…
…the executive organizations Bibliomedia and SIKJM
– fundraising / assuring financial coverage
– training for librarians (workshops by professional
facilitators in early literacy, trained by SIKJM)
– integrating different associations (libraries,
paediatricians, institutions counselling mothers and
fathers, book-trade)
– developing and installing the Bookstart-Website
– media work
– Production of different brochures

Duties concering…

… the work in the field
– building local and regional networks, under the aegis
of libraries and library commissions.

Situation in 2017:
• sections with board books in almost every public library
• events for parents with babies in many libraries
• individual approaches for the distribution of the book pack
In many libraries Bookstart is an
inherent part of the offer for
families.
Libraries are the driving force in
local /regional Bookstart
networks!

Numbers
• German (and Romansch) speaking part:
– most of public libraries are active incl. many events
– 30% of children reached
• Italian speaking part:
– most public libraries are active, some events
– 40% of children reached
• French speaking part:
– 50% of public libraries are active incl. Events
– 20% of children reached

Achievements and lessons learned
• importance of networking with institutions in the field of early
childhood
• training for all persons involved
• support through professional facilitators trained by SIKJM
• storytime events in libraries
• effect: new multilingual database for rhymes and verses

Challenges
• integration of paediatricians
• federalist structures (cantons and communities)
• reaching educationally disadvantaged families

Aims for the future
• extending training for institutions counselling mothers and
fathers, day-care centers and others involved
• focussing on multilingual families

• focussing on educationally disadvantaged families
• national research (to be discussed)

• increased mediawork (10th anniversary in 2018!)

Germany: Lesestart

Workshop on applied research related to reading promotion
19.07.2017
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The current state of reading behaviour
in Germany

50,000
pupils leave school without
graduating
source: Bildungsbericht 2016

150,000/yr.

> 7.5
million

15 billion

adults are
functional
illiterates

Euro consequential charges arise
within the next 10 years
source: Bertelsmann-Stiftung 2012

19.07.2017

4th

source: leo. Level One-Studie 2011

5-year old

child

lacks language skills
source: Bildungsbericht 2014

31%

young people start their working
lives without having graduated
source: Bildungsbericht 2016

every

of parents
with children
from 3 to 8
years do not
or only rarely
read aloud to
their children

source: Vorlesestudie
der Stiftung Lesen 2014
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17.5%
of adults aged 16
to 65 years are
only able to
understand very
simple texts

source: PIAAC-Studie
2013

14.5%
of 15-year olds
struggle with
reading and
writing

source: PISA-Studie
2012

Lack of reading competencies –
a “renewable” problem
In the German speaking
population aged 18-64,
there can be identified ...

(15.5% of adults in all OECD member states involved in PISA)

According to PISA 2015,
among 15 year old
adolescents in
Germany ...

16.2 % only have low reading skills

Among pupils in 9th
grades ...

23 % do not achieve the minimum
requirements in reading

(IQB-Bildungstrend 2015)

According to PIRLS 2011,
among pupils in 4th
grades ...

19.07.2017

15 % have low reading skills
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Higher risk of becoming (functional) illiterates as adults

(leo. Level-One-Study 2011)

7.5 million = 14.5 %
(functional) illiterates

Preventive approach aimed at
reading motivation

Developing reading skills
by
Spreading the joy of reading

19.07.2017
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Strategy:
Releasing pulses to encourage reading (aloud)
Reading Clubs

Reading Scouts

My daddy
reads to me

0-6 years

6-12 years

10-16 years

young parents

4.8 million
Bookstart sets

350
Reading Clubs

Bookstart

4,900
Reading Scouts

3 million
employees,
1,400 companies

+ networks of teachers, volunteers ...
+ awareness campaigns (World Book Day, Reading Aloud Day)
+ research

19.07.2017
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Voluntary Readers

every age!

150,000
voluntary readers
10,000 readingout initiatives

Lesestart – three reading milestones
Programme of the

and Stiftung Lesen for more educational
justice right from the outset

Phase 1

Set 1 for one-year
old children
Paediatrician‘s
office
3 x 400,000 Sets 1

2011

19.07.2017

2012

Phase 3

Phase 2

Set 2 for three-year
old children
Library

Set 3 for
schoolstarters
Elementary school
3 x 800,000 Sets 3

3 x 400,000 Sets 2

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017
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2018

Lesestart – three reading milestones

Background
 The German “Lesestart“ concept is based on the successful British model
“Bookstart“ (since 1992)
 2006: Launch of “Lesestart“, as a pilot project in the Free State of Saxony
 2007: The Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg was the second federal
state to launch “Buchstart – Kinder lieben Bücher“
 2008-2010: The first national “Lesestart“ initiative in cooperation with the
print/paper industry, publishers and charity organizations (800,000 sets
distributed) took place.
 Across the country numerous local initiatives have launched individual
projects under the “Lesestart“ umbrella.
 17 November 2011: Start of the national initiative “Getting Started –
Three Reading Milestones“.

19.07.2017
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Lesestart – three reading milestones

Main target group: Children / families ...
 living in environments where there is less emphasis on education
 where parents do not or only rarely read aloud

Lesestart aims at ...
 raising parents’ awareness that reading aloud is an important
investment in the development of their children
 motivating parents to become active in reading aloud

19.07.2017
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Lesestart for refugee children
Lesestart for refugee children has been adapted
from Lesestart – Three Reading Milestones and
fits to the needs of refugee centers

The package – a gift for the families
The bag

19.07.2017

The book

The reading box for refugee centers:
Picture dictionaries
Picture books with little text, rhymes etc.
Multilingual books
Books promoting interaction
Comics / Mangas
Games

Information
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Lesestart for refugee children
The concept
•

Aim: introducing refugee children and
their families to the concept of
reading aloud

•

Providing material for a playful first
approach to the German language

•

Training of multipliers who convey
expertise about reading aloud to
refugee children: motivating parents
to read to their children!

•

Needs assessment regarding the
promotion of reading skills in refugee
centres

•

Connecting refugee centres to reading
aloud initiatives in order to implement
reading aloud by volunteers

•

Regular exchange with experts and
stakeholders active in refugee aid
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Lesestart initiates a growing network
Health insurance
companies

Book trade

Library association
with more than
5,000 public
libraries

Publishing
companies

Paediatric
association with
more than 5,000
paediatrists
Social associations

Children‘s book
publishers
Foundations

Sozial-,
Bildung,International
deputies of
Kultuscommunities
and
ministerien
institutions

Schools with
more than 35,000
teachers
National and
regional
parents‘
Foundations
associations
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12,000 communities
and 350 rural districts

Federal and regional
ministries of education

Companies
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Thank you!
Natasha Armstrong | Book Trust (UK) | natasha.armstrong@booktrust.org.uk
Marijke Bos | Stichting Lezen (NL) | mbos@lezen.nl
Gina Domeniconi | SIKJM (CH) | gina.domeniconi@sikJm.ch
Simone C. Ehmig | Stiftung Lesen (D) | simone.ehmig@stiftunglesen.de
Marc Lambert | Scottish Booktrust | marc.lambert@scottishbooktrust.com
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